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in the first years of schooling to professional assessment of medical, legal, or scientific
competence at the doctoral and professional level.
On the side of ihe student, his perception of what is important to achieve is
often quite different from that which is expected of him. The task of a modern
education has been made infinitely more difficult because of the factor of mass
compulsory education in which the achievement aspirations of students and teachers
cannot automatically be expected to coincide. Many students or their parents see the
educational enterprise as its managers do. a means for their social integration, upward
social mobility and personal improvement, or financial gain. Assessment on the basis
of competence rather than social class or inherited ascribed status becomes a means of
opening up for them formerly closed occupations that had been reserved for a
particular privileged elite.
The problem still remains of creating an educational experience deemed valid
and valuable by all those who are required to attend universal schools or who are able
to attend advanced institutions in increasing numbers. The modern educational profes-
sion has been pushed to the limit of its ingenuity to adapt educational methods and
curriculum to the wide range of interests and capabilities of all students so that they
can best fulfill themselves as individuals and as participants in their society.
No traditional society has ever had to grapple with this ambivalence between
achievement-oriented and learner-oriented pedagogy on the scale and intensity that
modern societies have had to do. The educators of traditional societies were able to
select a clientele best fitted to the kind of education they offered, or weed out those
not interested in or incapable of mastering the required education, or simply to ignore
the extent to which the student learned anything. In the latter case it was enough if
the "right" student was exposed, even though he did not catch on. To be sure, modern
educators do all these things too, but it is much harder to surmount educational
dissatisfaction when virtually everyone in a society has become involved in education
in one way or another. Each of the Western nations has found this out in its own way.
some sooner, some later; and the new nations are beginning to experience the problem.
In every modernizing society there has been an ambivalence, a powerful drive on both
fronts, a drive to make the educational system serve the goals of achievement as set by
its managers and a drive to enable education to serve the goals of the learners as seen
by them.
G.   THE EDUCATIONAL GAP BETWEEN THE WEST AND THE REST
The period from 1700 to 1850 not only marked the rise of modern education along
these six lines in the West, it marked the period when the leadership of education in
the modernization process gradually broadened from the European nations to include
the United States in the heartland of the West. (See Figure 14.1 p. 478) Through the
eighteenth century, major creative movements in educational theory and practice were
arising in Britain, France, Germany, and Switzerland; but by the middle of the
nineteenth century, some of the distinctive characteristics of modern education were

